
Children’s Room Report November 2021 

 The first grade class from St. Francis came to the library 

last Wednesday.  I was not here but I understand they were 

very excited and well-behaved during their visit.  They all got 

library cards, including the teacher, and each borrowed one 

book.  They plan to come back at some point to return their 

books and borrow more. 

 Mark had 2 young children and their parents attend his 

drawing class this month.   

 I attended the NYLA conference in Syracuse last week.  The 

Marriot Hotel (formerly Hotel Syracuse) is a beautiful building 

and not far from the On Center, where most of the programs 

were held.   

  The three main programs included meals.  The first was 

on Thursday and was sponsored by the Empire State Library 

Network.  Speaker Emily Drabinski encouraged sharing power 

in the workplace, “inviting workers and bosses to collaborate 
on big decisions that affect the institution” (whether or not to 
remain open during the pandemic). 

The YSS Empire State Award went to Brian Selznick, 

author/illustrator of many juvenile books including “The 
Invention of Hugo Cabret”.  His presentation was virtual as he is 
currently living in California. 



Friday evening I attended the Inaugural Celebration and 

Awards banquet, which was held in the hotel.  Incoming NYLA 

officers were announced at this event. 

Most of the sessions I attended were geared toward youth 

services librarians and were very informative.  The most useful 

was a session on how to think about our own lifelong reading 

habits and find avenues to share with kids.  I also attended a 

session talking about how Friends of the Library, directors and 

trustees can work together successfully.  I learned a lot about 

the Friends organization and will use this information in my role 

as a trustee on the St. Johnsville Library board. 

Thanks you for providing the opportunity and funding to 

attend NYLA this year. 

Nancy 


