
 
Frank J. Basloe Library 
Trustees Meeting  
September 13, 2021 
 
 
Director’s Report  
 
As of January 1, 2022, all libraries must again comply with NYS Minimum Standards in 

regards to the number of hours open for service.  The state will no longer consider curbside 

only acceptable.  Since we have been in compliance since last July, we’re ahead of the curve.  

Vartan Poghosian, local artisan and owner of Clayville Pottery and 4 Elements Studio, has 

received a grant from CNY Arts to teach a series of classes for 6-12 year olds residing in 

Herkimer County.  He is planning to hold 4 classes and have each child make 10 snowflakes 

from clay.  He has asked to hold the classes in the library. Once the snowflakes are 

complete, he will display them in the library for a few weeks just before Christmas.  

Joe & Evie Basloe visited the library on Oct. 1st.  They expressed concern about the 

Herkimer 9 project and the possibility of the library building being sold by the Village.  Joe 

also expressed concern over a bequest to the library made by Irving Basloe in 1990.  The funds were used to create the former director’s office and genealogy room.  The use of both 
these rooms was changed during our renovations.  Joe was concerned because the original 

agreement was that the Genealogy Room would always have a plaque affixed to the door bearing the name “Irving M. Basloe Room”.  I explained that we are still renovating and that 

the plaque will be attached to the new Genealogy Room when it is completed.  

I had Mackenzie Lynch apply for a Humanities New York Sharp Action Grant.  We have 

requested $5000 to hold a yearlong monthly program on music.  We would like to bring a 

different performer in each month and explore a variety of musical styles.  The focus of the 

grant was responding to Covid-19.  We wrote the proposal as a response to the isolation 

brought about by the pandemic. We are hoping to foster a sense of community by holding 

these programs in person, only resorting to virtual programming if absolutely necessary. 

We offered Sensory Play at the Library on September 29th.  Although they did not want to 

be officially listed, we partnered with ICan to put the program together.  Even though we didn’t have a large turnout, we did hear favorable reviews from the parents, who asked if 

we could repeat the event on a regular basis.  

We will again offer our annual Pumpkin Painting on Oct. 16th.  To maintain safety, we are 

encouraging people to register for one of two time slots. Weather permitting, the event will be held in the park.  Information on this and all our October kids’ programs was sent to 
Herkimer Elementary School, so we are hoping for a good turnout.  

 



We ordered new book shelving from Hale with the last of the 2019 DLD grant funding.  The 

shelves were delivered last week, but could not be installed because the tops of the cases 

were manufactured incorrectly. Hale is remaking the top sections of all the cases and is 

expecting to have them ready in 3 weeks.  Accent will be installing them when they are 

available.  We have not paid for the shelves.  

Respectively submitted, 

Christine Fleischer 

 


