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Director’s Report  
 
Although we are still seeking someone to run the Friends group, our staff, along with a few 
volunteers, held a summer book sale from July 26-July 30.  We raised about $465 from 
donated books and other items. The majority of the funds were deposited into the Friends 
account. We also held an ice cream social that week, with ice cream and all the toppings donated by Stewart’s Shops.  Paul Whitney provided music and a sense of fun.  62 people 
attended the event and we received $61 in donations.  
 
Mid York adopted a policy in January 2021 to address the 6 year statute of limitations on 
library bills that are allowed to remain on patron accounts. This policy will go into effect on 
Oct. 1, 2021, when all older bills will be purged from the ILS.  The records will then be 
updated daily to prevent a new buildup of old bills. Approximately $20,000 in old unpaid bills will be deleted from Herkimer’s records.  
 
Mid York will be requesting a 3% budget increase from Herkimer County for local library 

support.  Although they did not cut our funding due to Covid, like Oneida County did, we 

have not had an increase in many years.  Many of the Herkimer county libraries are writing 

testimonials to the County, asking for additional support.  

Covid-19 update:  The CDC is advising wearing masks indoors in all circumstances. We 

continue to require masks of all patrons, vaccinated or not.  With the rise in the Delta 

variant, I expect masks will become mandated again soon. Meanwhile, we continue to deal 

with patrons who are unhappy about this   policy. One incident in particular, occurring 

during the evening of July 21, turned very ugly and should probably have been handled by 

the police. I am working with the staff to help them understand when it is appropriate to 

call for backup.  

Mackenzie Lynch is in her final semester of graduate school. She will be working an 

internship at Utica Public Library from late August through October.  During that time, she 

will continue to work here as well.  

Respectfully submitted,  

Christine Fleischer 

 


