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It has been another month of transition as Covid restrictions are easing.  We are cautiously 

heading toward a full reopening after Labor Day.   More groups are asking to use the 

Washburn Room.  Summer Reading Program is underway.  The book sale will occur in the 

end of July. All of these events will take place with restrictions still in place, such as mask 

wearing and limited numbers for group activities. If the vaccination rates continue to rise 

and the incidence rates continue to fall, we will start to taper off on mask wearing, 

requiring it only in the common areas.  

We have 2 other (hopefully) big events planned for the near future.  The book sale takes 

place from July 26-July 30.  In the middle of the week, on July 28, we will hold an Ice Cream 

Social in the park.  We’ve asked Stewart’s to donate the ice cream sundae kits.  Paul 

Whitney is eager to provide music.  We have been signing up volunteers to help with the 

event.  

We will be hosting a book talk and book signing by NY Times bestselling author Ellen Marie 

Wiseman on September 14. She has published 6 books and is working on the next one now.  

Her latest book, The Orphan Collector, takes place during the Spanish Flu epidemic.  The 

resemblance between that situation and the current pandemic are remarkable.  Staff 

member Tina Sanders invited her to come and is coordinating all the details.  

Herkimer County has asked the library to serve as a cooling station again this summer.  To 
keep people safe from the heat while working around Covid restrictions, I have decided to 
allow people in, but to create the cooling station in the Washburn Room.  We can set up a 
lounge like area for people who need to stay longer that the one hour limit imposed in the 
rest of the building.   
 
We have been awarded a CLRC Recovery Grant in the amount of $1800.  The grant was 
intended to help with Covid related expenses.  I applied for $1889 to cover the cost of PPE 
and cleaning supplies.  The money has been earmarked for collection development. 
 
Mid York had some extra funds in their Early/Family Literacy grant this year and have 
awarded $50 to each member library to be used on anything related to any type of literacy 
or summer reading program.  We will be using ours to augment our Lego collection.  Lego 
Club is one of the few activities we are holding in person this summer.   
 
Hannaford Supermarkets has again chosen us for their Hannaford Helps program.  $1.00 
from every reusable bag sold will be donated to the library.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Christine Fleischer 


