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Director’s Report  
 

The biggest news of the last month is definitely Covid-19 related.  One of our staff tested 

positive for the virus.  Herkimer County Public Health Dept, classed most of us as positive 

exposure cases and we had to quarantine until we were sure we were not infected.  The library 

was closed temporarily, effective Dec. 22, 2020.  We reopened on Jan. 4, 2021.  Fortunately, the 

one case was not serious and no one else caught the virus.  While we were closed, the building 

was thoroughly deep cleaned twice.  We made good use of the fogger machine we recently 

acquired.  Public Health handled the case well and they were very available to answer all our 

questions.  They reassured while still making us aware of the seriousness of the issue.  

 

We are not the only Mid York library to be affected by Covid.  Many libraries have shut down 

and are offering curbside service only.  Some are open by appointment only.  We are patrons 

from other libraries who are happy that they can come in to browse and get books and movie.  

I’m glad we have the resources to share and hope we can make this pandemic a little easier to get 

through.  

 

In the same way libraries were not included in NY’s re-opening plan, we do not seem to be 

included in the distribution of the vaccine.  Libraries across the state are urging lawmakers to 

include library workers with educators and schools, since we fill many of the same roles.  No 

decision has been made at the state level yet.  

 

We are getting many requests for tax prep services, just like we do every year.  AARP does not 

expect to be sending out volunteers as they have done in the past.  This will leave approximately 

90 people without tax help.  I am working with other agencies to see if we can find a way to still 

offer the service.  The Dept. of Social Services may be able to assist some of these patrons.  They 

usually do tax prep at Working Solutions, but that site is not available this year.  I am also trying 

to get assistance from the United Way, another agency that is planning to help file tax returns.  

I’m hoping we will be able to host both groups and set up individual appointments, instead of a 
drop in service. It would be much easier to maintain social distancing protocol that way, while 

still providing a very much needed service.  

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Christine Fleischer 

 

 

 


