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It has been a busy month here at the library. We have been dealing with issues both good 
and bad. On Oct. 29, Mark arrived at 7:00 to find a building filled with a strong smell of smoke.  A fire had been set on the concrete stoop in the back alley outside the Children’s 
Room.  While the fire was no longer burning, it was still smoldering.  Mark doused it 
completely.  The incident was reported to the Herkimer Police.  They came and viewed the 
security log, which showed that the fire was started about 2:30 AM.  No one was hurt and 
there was no damage because of the fire. 
 
In the good news category, we finally heard officially that the 2020 DLD Construction 

Grants were awarded.  The award, in the amount of $72,647, will cover 75% of the bathroom project.  We haven’t yet received the first installment of the funding, but it should 

arrive soon.  

We have also been awarded a grant from the Community Foundation.  Several MidYork 

libraries worked together to apply for funding to purchase fogging equipment, used to 

disinfect the library. We will provide $200 in matching funds, and the Community 

Foundation will cover the other$450.  While the fogger is meant for in-house use, several of 

the libraries are considering loaning the equipment to local businesses.   The library served as a polling site for last week’s elections.  We closed for normal library 

operations, but remained open for the voters.  Over 1600 people came through our doors.  

By all accounts, everything proceeded smoothly, with very little or no disruption.  Trustee 

Kathy Coye spent the day in the library as a  poll worker.  

Mid York, as a system has been working to modify policies and procedures regarding old 

fines and fees.  There is a six year statute of limitations for collecting debts.  Old debts will 

disappear from patron records and the registration will also be purged.  We will eventually 

have to modify our policy accordingly.  

I have also been busy re-arranging another section of the collection.  We have moved the 

Science Fiction books over with the rest of the Adult Fiction.  The next step is to move the 

YA Nonfiction into the front corner of the building with the rest of the YA collection.  The 

NF books have been interfiled in the adult section for years.  With the growing number of 

homeschoolers we are seeing, I wanted them to have a place of their own.  I am also putting 

some effort into building up this section, as most of it is very dated.  

Respectfully submitted, 
Christine Fleischer 

 


