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Director’s Report  
 

The month of July brought us a little closer to normal, in terms of library services and how 

they have been impacted by Covid-19. On July 6, we opened our doors to the public again, 

offering limited access to the library.  People can come in to choose library materials or use 

computers. We are very carefully monitoring who is in the building and what they are 

doing.  Any equipment used is sanitized after each use.  Any books or DVDs that are 

touched are cleaned before being returned to the shelf.  Items that have been checked out 

are quarantined upon return.  During this time, users were allowed to only get items from 

our library’s collection.  There was no sharing among the Mid York libraries.  On average, 
we saw 25-30 people a day. Most were excited to see us open again and were very 

understanding of the restrictions. Circulation of physical items has been slow, about 40 a 

day.  Online circulation has been steadily increasing, as people are continuing to use 

electronic materials.   

 

Hoopla streaming service will be discontinued for all Mid York libraries at the end of the 

month.  Mid York is facing budget cuts and the cost of Hoopla cannot be sustained.  For 

Herkimer, this will affect about 30 patrons a month, borrowing about 70 titles. Audiobooks 

were the most popular format borrowed on Hoopla.  The addition of e-audiobooks 

available through RB Digital should offset the loss of Hoopla in this regard.  

 

We are currently seeking a new custodian. As of August 1, John Gokey no longer works for 

the Basloe Library.  For the time being, we have 2 Herkimer County Summer Youth 

workers helping with the regular maintenance tasks.  One is working inside and the other 

is doing park maintenance.  Staff members are also picking up the slack until a custodian 

can be found.   

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Christine Fleischer 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 


