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Director’s Report  
 

November seems to have been a month of planning.  I have arranged for the United Way to 

come and provide additional income tax preparation for our community.  Currently, AARP 

comes 3 times during the months of February and March and they are completely booked. 

United Way will provide a minimum of 3 additional days and should allow us to double the 

number of people we can serve. 

 Mid York’s Census Working Committee visited here to make sure our preparations for the 
20202 Census are on track. Wanda and Katie from Mid York discussed how we can best 

prepare to assist Herkimer residents in the collection of Census data next year.  Libraries 

are expected to play a major part in reaching people without internet access at home. 

 

I have applied for another Humanities NY Reading & Discussion Grant.  I am planning this 

one for April, to coincide with National Library Week.  The topic will be the history of 

libraries and how they have evolved over the centuries to become the community hubs we 

know today.  I am starting to plan for our 125th anniversary next year and this is one of the 

offerings that will lead up to the culmination at the end of the year. 

 

We are trying to increase program attendance by offering some basic programming on an 

ongoing basis.  For the children, we are adding a weekly after-school activity for grades 1-6 

on Wednesday afternoons and screening family friendly movies on Fridays.  Book Club 

meets monthly on the third Tuesday and Loom knitting classes are on Wednesday nights.  

Teen events are held monthly on the 4th Thursday.  We have not yet had a lot of success, but 

we will continue offering events.   

 

The police have reported a decrease in the number of calls received about people loitering 

in the park since we turned off the wi-fi at night. They are pleased with the outcome.  The 

colder weather is also keeping complaints down.  

 

Lauren VanHeusen has joined our staff, filling the spot left vacant by Tamika Evans. She 

started work on Dec. 4th.  Teresa Linthicum has transitioned to the position of night shift 

supervisor. 

 

Deni Frederick will take over the Friends of the Library Book Sale from Mary Macrina, 

effective January 1, 2020.  Mary will work with her to ensure a smooth transition. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Christine Fleischer 


