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Summer rains have caused another leak in the roof. Fortunately, this new leak did not affect our new 

areas. Workers from the Herkimer Street Department came and diverted the water.  They are planning 

to apply a patch until the Village makes permanent repairs.  

With the end of the summer reading program in August, we are now able to concentrate on other 

activities and programs.  I am making a push to increase adult and young adult programming.  

September brings an American Red Cross blood drive, Tai Chi classes run by the Office of the Aging, and 

the start up of a new adult book club.   

 

Also in September, I will be going to the Herkimer High School to spend the day meeting with students 

and issuing library cards.  Brianne Bello, the school librarian, is very eager to work with us to get library 

cards into the hands of the students.  Mid York will be joining us with a pop-up library so we can issue 

cards on the spot. We will be inviting the teens to attend our newly launched Basloe After Hours Teen 

Events.  I am planning to hold one event each month.  The event will vary from month to month, but I’m expecting to include things like different types of game nights, trivia and guest speakers.  I’m also hoping 
to establish a Teen Advisory Group to help us plan and run the events. 

 

In October, we will be partnering with PBS to bring a synopsis of Ken Burns’ new series on the history of 
country music.  Additionally, we will hold our 3rd annual pumpkin painting event for families on October 

5th.  This year we will be running a book fair concurrently with the painting activity.  This is a 

fundraising event, with 50% of sales going to the library in books. 

 

We have 2 new staff members.  Both Tina Sanders and Emily Madison began work on Sept. 3rd.  Emily 

came to us through the county’s Summer Youth Employment Program.  Tina has experience with 
website design and writing book reviews.  Both will be working evenings and Saturdays.  

 

I just returned from the ARSL Conference (Association for Rural and Small Libraries) in Burlington VT.  

The theme was Tap into Libraries.  Many of the sessions I attended were on becoming more of a 

presence within the local community.  The emphasis was on discovering the needs that aren’t being met 
and finding ways to meet them. Some simple suggestions included providing story time or craft 

activities that would allow parents to vote or donate blood, knowing their children are safe, or opening 

for a few hours on major holidays to give people without families a place to go.  I also attended a session 

on fundraising, which offered some unique ideas that are worth exploring, including crowd sourcing.  

 

There will be some changes to our website in the next week.  On Sept. 13, Mid York will be migrating us 

to a new server and we will have a new domain name. The transition will take several days. When 

completed, we will no longer be under the Mid York umbrella.  Our new URL will be 

herkimerbasloelibrary.org.  The old address will automatically redirect to the new one for a while as we 

transition.  

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Christine Fleischer 


