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Mid York has announced the 2020 Construction Grant awards.  Every library that applied 
will be receiving a 75% match.  For Herkimer, that means we will receive  
 $72,647 of the $96,863 cost needed to remodel the existing restrooms and add a third ADA 
compliant family restroom.  These costs include architect fees for the first time.  
  
The American Library Association touts September as Library Card Sign-Up Month. With 
that in mind, I took staff member Mackenzie Lynch and joined Leslie Stolins from Mid York 
for a pop-up library at the Herkimer High School. We registered approximately 60 new 
cards and updated about 40 more.  Brianne Bello, the high school librarian, is very 
enthusiastic about partnering with us to get more students using our library.  She expects 
they will primarily make use of e-books and other electronic resources. We spent time 
talking to the students, inviting them to our After Hours Teen events, to be held the first 
Thursday of each month.  On Oct. 3, we hosted a Nerf Gun War and had 10 new attendees.  
When we surveyed them, they asked for more events for teens only, including gaming, 
movies, and open mic nights. 
 We’ve begun a new adult book club.  Staff member Tina Sanders will be leading it, with 
meetings held on the third Tuesday of every month.  The initial meeting drew 6 people and 
4 more have signed up since.   
 
We held our 3rd Annual Pumpkin Painting Party on Oct. 5th.  80 pumpkins were painted by 
the children who attended. We also had a face painter in attendance, a high school student 
who enjoyed herself so much she asked if we had any job openings.  
 
Also during the event, we held an Usborne Book Fair, as a library fundraiser.  We will 
receive 50% of the sales in free children’s books.  Orders are still being accepted through 
the end of this week, but the result will be at least $200 in books for the library. 
 
Nancy Stowell is out of work on an extended medical leave due to a work comp injury 
suffered on Sept. 11th.  She is undergoing treatment and has been given a tentative return to 
work date of Oct. 26.  Staff have been pitching in o cover her duties, including outreach 
programs to local schools and in-house story times.  
 
I have been in touch with MJ Dakota, requesting that they finish the punch list. I expect 
them to respond with a date shortly. 
 
No further information is available from the Village of Herkimer reading the roof.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Christine Fleischer 


