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The first phase of renovations is nearing completion and life at the library is becoming a little less hectic. 

While there are still a few projects to be completed by the contractor, the majority of the work is done.  

Response from the community has been overwhelmingly positive.  People seem to really appreciate the work that has gone into updating our building.  I’ve even heard the comment that the results we 
achieved even made up for the days we had to close. We have been restoring the library to its new 

normal state. We are bringing back some of the furnishings that we stored in the empty museum space. 

The genealogy room is once again open for research. Some of the toys have been brought back and the 

children are once again happily at play.  

I am hoping for a good turnout for the Ribbon Cutting ceremony that will take place on July 9th.  We have 

invited local community leaders and business owners, state and county politicians, library supporters 

and patrons and anyone else we could think of.  Most of the refreshments are being supplied by local businesses.  Hannaford is donating the cake; Stewart’s Shop will provide the ice cream.  Herkimer 
Cheese, owned by the Basloe family, is offering a donation from their company and cookies are being 

supplied by library patron Linda Youngblut.  Jane Guzewich and Kathy Coye will provide the beverages. 

We have received the $50,000 check from the Community Foundation on behalf of M&T Bank Partner’s 
Trust.  I would like to acknowledge their generosity by announcing that they have provided the funding 

for our new circulation desk, bookshelves and lobby furniture.  

The Herkimer Garden Club is discussing how they can help us beautify the lawn outside the new 

windows. They will most likely create a garden using many of the same plants that were used near the 

front door. Mattie Sagaas will head up the project.  

Staff member Maggie Keady-Dooley left us to pursue her education.  Her last day was June 21.  Shayna 

Crandall will also be leaving for college at the end of summer.  I will begin interviewing candidates to fill 

those positions in August.  In the meantime, we have a college intern and a high school student, both 

provided through the county, to work with us over the summer.  They will supply the extra hands we 

need for the summer reading program activities. We also have a new volunteer, a high school student 

who is working to fill some community service hours. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Christine Fleischer 


