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Renovation Report  

 

The last month has been a flurry of renovation activity.  Beginning March 7th, our staff was 

kept very busy clearing out the staff workroom and the Genealogy Room so that 

construction could begin.  While the entire staff was involved, special kudos go to John 

Gokey and his son who have worked tirelessly  every weekend, doing almost all the heavy 

work of moving or removing shelving.  John is taking a much needed vacation in April, but 

will be ready to restore everything when he comes back.  

 

Demolition began on March 11, but came to a halt shortly thereafter. Codes officer Ralph 

Franco was concerned that exposure to asbestos could be harmful to library staff and 

patrons and required testing before he would issue a building permit.   Codes did issue a 

conditional permit based on the outcome of the testing.  Asbestos testing by HNY 

Environmental Services concluded there is no asbestos in the wall paneling.  The Village 

has since issued the permit. 

 

Pete Macri of the Street Department has helped us acquire a dumpster for our use. I am 

getting rid of any unusable or broken furniture or shelving. Pete has offered the assistance 

of his crew with loading bigger items into the dumpster. 

 

Hale Manufacturing was able to re-work their design for the circulation desk, bringing the 

price down to fit within our budget.  Consequently, they have been awarded the contract, 

keeping that business local. Similarly, we will be purchasing some of the furniture through Hummel’s.  
 

The Woodgate Library is very excited to be able to use our old circulation desk.  They will 

be coming to pick it up soon.   

 

Also as part of the project, our new phones have arrived.  We are switching to Verizon One 

Talk, an internet based system.  The new phones will be completely active on April 12th, 

after the number is ported from NTC to Verizon.  Our phone and fax numbers will remain 

the same and we will be adding an additional line, allowing us to work more efficiently.  

The new phones will be able to communicate with the intercom system that will be 

accessed from the back door, allowing us to open the door to authorized visitors remotely.  

 

 

Purchase orders have been signed for the flooring, the new office furnishings and for the 

new lobby furniture.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Christine Fleischer 



 

Frank J. Basloe Library 

Trustees Meeting  

April 8, 2019 

 Director’s Report 
 

The last month has been very busy with renovations.  But there are a still a few non-

construction related issues to report on.  The biggest news concerns staff changes.  Lucas 

Luther has given his notice, effective April 12.  On April 15, Mackenzie Lynch will be joining 

our staff.  She worked here as a summer intern through the county funded program in 2017 

and 2018.  She is eager to join us and I am very happy to have her on the staff.  Because of 

her prior experience here, she requires little training.  Her first task will be to work with 

Nancy on completing Summer Reading Program plans.  Mackenzie will also take over 

maintaining our website and our social media presence.  

 

The Friends of the Library are donating 2 new computers for public use.  The computers 

have been ordered and should arrive in the next few weeks.  That will leave us with 3 

public computers needing to be replaced by the beginning 2020. 

 

Staff have done well adjusting to the temporary working conditions.  While we are constantly asking “has anyone seen…?”, we have managed to stay cheerful and positive. To 

alleviate some of the pressure, we’ve cancelled almost all programming until construction 

is completed.  We’re still holding a weekly kids group, but everything else is on hold due to 
lack of meeting space. Attendance is down, but I think that is to be expected. Some people 

are uncomfortable with the noise and confusion.  However, the people who are coming in 

are all very curious and positive about the upcoming changes.  We hear the same 3 

questions repeatedly: what are you doing?, when will you be done?, and how are you 

paying for it?  I expect we will see an increase in usage once this part of the project is done.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Christine Fleischer 

 

 

 


