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The biggest event in the past month was the General Election held on Nov. 6th.  This was the first general 

election held here at the Library and I was very pleased with how well everything went.  There were 

record turnouts for this election nationwide and Herkimer was no exception. We had more than 2500 

people come through the building that day and not one complaint or problem.  The Herkimer County 

Board of Elections was also very satisfied with the response.  I spent that day out on the floor, talking to 

people and promoting the library.  We answered many questions about library services and registered 6 

new patrons.  Many people expressed surprise at what we have to offer and said they would be coming 

back to explore further. We held a bake sale that day, which netted $315.75 for the building fund, 

including a $100.00 donation. We’ve been preparing for the upcoming renovations by working closely with the library’s physical collection.  While adding new items to develop the collection, we’ve also been weeding a lot of older, unused titles, assessing them as we go.  We’ve just finished going through all the fiction books and have 
eliminated many, while repairing or replacing others.  The overall impact will be to make it easier when 

the time comes to remove bookshelves and install windows on the exterior wall. We will be able to shift 

the books to the remaining bookshelves without too drastic a disturbance. As we go through the 

collection, I am also finding out where the gaps are and I am working to fill those holes. 

I am also working to obtain a grant from Humanities NY for the purpose of holding a reading and 

discussion group to be led by Giacomo Calabria.  He is a researcher and historian who recently moved to 

Herkimer.  If we obtain the grant, he will lead a 4 session discussion group on the topic of space travel, 

using primary source documents as the reading material.  We are planning this to coincide with the 50th 

moon walk anniversary. The grant will cover the cost of hiring Mr. Calabria, as well as covering the 

smaller associated costs of providing materials and refreshments. He has been leading similar groups for 

several years and has donated the 2 historical novels he has written to the Library. 

The Community Foundation announced the winners of the Community Choice Awards.  Mid York 

Library System was awarded a $10,000 grant on behalf of the libraries in Herkimer and Oneida counties.  

This grant will be divided among the libraries and is to be used in some way to further the health and 

wellness of our communities.  Some suggested uses are books and DVDs related to health topics, offering 

fitness classes, or buying basic exercise equipment for patrons to borrow.  One patron requested basic 

dance lessons on DVD so that she could try them with her children before starting them in a more formal 

dance class.  I am exploring the various options to find the best one for Herkimer.   

On a related note, the Office of the Aging will start holding Tai Chi classes here in January.  We will start 

with an 8 week session and then evaluate the results.  In other partnership news, I have been invited to a 

meeting with BOCES and the Literacy Zone on November 30.  They were awarded a grant that must be 

used with other community stakeholders.  They will be discussing all the Adult Education components 

BOCES offers.  I am hoping to bring some of those opportunities to the Library, possibly reinstating GED 

classes.  

Respectfully submitted, 
Christine Fleischer 


