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This past month has brought some unexpected staff changes.  After working here for 10 years, Mary 

Franklin has accepted a full time position elsewhere. I have hired Rebekah Mackenzie to fill the 

position. Rebecca has a very strong customer service background and I expect she will do well as 

part of our team.  She will start on Oct. 15 and Mary will finish on Oct. 19, allowing a little 

overlapping training time for Rebekah.  

We have also lost the temporary employee provide by the county.  She was contracted to work for 

200 hours, but left without notice after about 100 hours.  She had been working on the obituary index.  We will continue with the project, although I don’t expect to finish it by year end, as I had 

originally hoped. 

I attended the 2018 ARSL Conference in September in Springfield, IL.  This was an incredible 

opportunity for learning and networking with other librarians whose libraries are very similar to 

ours in size and population.  I attended sessions on Serving the Underserved, 30 Ways to Make your 

Library Extraordinary, Size Doesn’t Matter, Your Library within Your Community, Low Cost ways to 
Reward Your Staff, Library Signage and more.  I came away with a lot of good ideas that I will be 

implementing over time. 

While in Springfield, I also attended a full day pre-conference sponsored by the National Library of 

Medicine, called Stand Up for Health.  It focused on providing quality health information to the 

general public, helping people navigate the confusing wealth of available resources.  Class assignments included assessing our community’s health and proposing ways we could be a partner 
in providing better health literacy.  As a result of this, training,  I can now be add Consumer Health 

Information Specialist to my credentials.  I have already applied some of what I learned answering a patron’s question. I plan to share some of these resources at a staff training in the near future. 
Primary Elections were held here for the first time on Sept. 13th.  There were some minor 

complaints from participants, most notably the bathroom and the smaller space than they were 

used to at the VFW.  I am working with the Board of Elections to try and address these issues.  

Larger numbers of voters are expected at the general election to be held in November and this will help us better assess the library’s feasibility as a polling site. 
We will once again be helping our neighbors keep warm this winter. We have begun advertising for 

our 4th Annual Giving Fence and donations are starting to come in. We have never tracked how 

many items of clothing are given away, but I intend to do so this year.  Anecdotally, the project seems to have grown, but I can’t assure the accuracy of that statement. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Christine Fleischer 

 


