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I had the opportunity to speak to the Depression Men & Ladies on May 2 at the Folts Home. 
They asked me to speak on the history of the Library and also on our future plans.   I 
researched the topic and learned quite a bit about the ceremony held on Jan. 2, 1896.  This 
ceremony was given to express gratitude to Judge and Mrs. Robert Earl for their generous 
donation to the Village that allowed the creation of the Herkimer Free Library. The talk was 
well received and the group made a donation to the Library. 
 This summer’s reading program theme is “Libraries Rock”.  In an attempt to increase 
visibility and attract more participation, I am planning to take more activities and 
programs outside the library walls.  I am making arrangements to go to the ARC Park, the 
Herkimer College Child Care Center, and the Village of Herkimer’s summer program. We 
are also making plans for some outdoor activities here, the biggest one planned so far is 
Touch-A-Truck Day.  We’ll have different types of trucks on display for children to see and 
explore.  Also in the planning stages are Preschool Storytimes, to be run by Shayna Crandall 
and Mackenzie Lynch (summer intern), and Breakout Rooms for teens and preteens. We’re also planning to capitalize on last year’s success and host another ice Cream Social. Paul 
Whitney has already asked me when he can come back and provide more music. 
 
We have received a donation of $260 to buy the weekly version of the newspaper Investor’s Business Daily.  The patron has asked to remain anonymous.  
 
We have started working on the long overdue project of weeding the picture books in the Children’s Room.  There are many books that can be removed from our collection based on 
age, condition and/or outdated content.  Weeding often eliminates overly crowded shelves 
and allows more access to the remaining books, leading to increased circulation. We’ve 
removed all the books from the top shelves in the J section, making the rest of the books 
more easily reachable. I’m going to try some different display and shelving methods as well, 
hoping to make the overall look more attractive and appealing.  
 As the fiscal year winds down, we’ve been busy adding the new items to our collection.  In 
April, we added 186 items: 86 adult books, 51 kids and YA books, 13 audiobooks and 36 
DVDs. Our patrons are happy with all the goodies to choose from, many items going out the 
door the same day we put them out on the shelf. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Christine Fleischer 


