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Director’s Report  
 
Last month I reported on 2 new employees.  One of them, Laura Nassar, accepted a full time 
position elsewhere and left after 3 weeks.  Her position has been filled by Teresa 
Linthicum, who comes to us with a wealth of experience in the business world.  She has 
always wanted to work in a library and is very eager and excited to join our staff. 
 
Like last year at this time, we have received another generous donation from the Chingos 
Foundation in Florida.  This year they sent $2500, again made out to the Friends of the 
Library.  Although not mandatory, they ask that the funds be used for acquisitions if 
possible.   
 The library’s renovation project was named as beneficiary of the Herkimer Business and 
Professional Association’s recent Halloween fundraiser.  They presented us with a $250 
check. The event was documented in the Times Telegram on Nov. 11th. Another fundraiser, 
the Hannaford Helps program, netted $21.00 for the library.  We should receive the check 
from them soon.   
 
We will be sponsoring a Red Cross Blood Drive on January 25, 2018.  This is another way 
the library can serve as a community center, providing a central location for blood donors.  
Our handicap accessibility and adjacent parking lot are bonus features the Red Cross looks 
for when choosing locations for their drives.  
 
We are trying to do more programming to meet specific needs. I met with parents of 
preschoolers enrolled in the Headstart program.  We had a good meeting, discussing what 
the library could do to meet the literacy needs of the children. They all expressed interest 
in attending story times, but said the morning time slot no longer worked for them.  In 
January, we will begin afternoon sessions to draw them in.   
 
We will again close the library for Staff Development day, this year on December 15th.  We 
will have a few guest trainers coming in. Katie McCauley and Leslie Stollins from Mid York 
will teach on obstacles to providing good customer service.  Lisa Matte, director of the 
Jervis Library in Rome will share with us how to deal with extreme violence in the 
workplace.  Staff members from a few local libraries will be joining us for this afternoon 
session, as it is a very timely topic. Some basic refreshers will round out the day, helping 
both our experienced and newer staff provide the best service possible to our patrons.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Christine Fleischer 


