
Frank J. Basloe Library 

Trustees Meeting  

Oct. 10, 2017 

 

Director’s Report  
 

The month began with a visit to the Herkimer high School where I met with Chris Bowman, 

who runs the library.  We discussed how best to work together to get the students down 

here to use the library.  One of the ideas that came forth was to ask the government class to 

send us community service volunteers.  We also discussed the possibility of altering our 

library card policy, allowing high school students to get a library card without parental 

permission.  

 We’ve hired 2 new staff members, Laura Nassar and Lucas Luther.  Laura comes with a 

wealth of programming experience and a desire to teach.  She has also worked in social 

services with a very diverse population and I expect her to be a very strong asset to the 

library. Lucas is strong in the use of social media for publicity purposes and will bring a 

new kind of creativity to our staff. He is also interested in doing some kind of programming 

for teens and young adults around gaming. 

 

Maggie Knight has again donated a handmade quilt for us to raffle off.  This one is in beautiful fall colors.  I’m hoping we will generate a lot of interest in it using social media as well as the more traditional advertising.  We’ll sell tickets all through the month of October 
and Maggie knight will draw the winner on Nov. 1st. 

 

I attended a conference in Rochester, NY on Sept 23rd sponsored by the US Toy Library 

Association. Toy libraries are beginning to gain popularity as a place where children learn 

all types of skills and knowledge through play.  These libraries provide a space where 

children engage with each other and their families in themed programming such as 

undersea exploration or different career options. The library also has toys available for borrowing, allowing them exposure to many different learning opportunities.  I’d like to further explore this concept to see if it is something we’d like to incorporate here at Basloe. 

 Our “Pumpkins in the Park” event was a big success despite the rain that forced us to move 
indoors.  We counted 140 attendees and 12 vendors/workers. 89 pumpkins were painted 

and 83 children’s books were given away.  Having multiple activities available encouraged 

people to stay for a while.  Many children enjoyed having their faces painted by staff 

member Shayna Crandall. Others visited the craft tables and took home their completed 

projects. Families were seen exploring other parts of the library.  A few people signed up 

for library cards. It was a great community event and I’ve already been asked if we’ll do it 
again next year.  

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Christine Fleischer 

 


