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Director’s Report  
 

There is a growing trend among the Mid York libraries to no longer charge overdue fines.  

About half of them have gone fine free and there is much encouragement from these 

libraries for the rest of us to join in.  The prevailing argument is that charging fines is not 

very customer service oriented and only causes antagonistic feelings and negative 

interactions with library staff.  Libraries are approaching the issue in many ways but those  

who have gone fine free still charge for lost materials and send out bills very quickly, 

usually within a week.  Accounts with these bills are blocked from further use.  

 

The Rotary Club held its first ever Spring Fling, held on May 21st, and considered it enough 

of a success to do it again next year.  The turnout was respectable with families coming in 

for the activities and entertainment.  We shared a table with the Ilion Library and Mid York, 

offering library services.  We registered 5 new users, updated one user account and 

renewed books for one patron.   

 

Paul Mays will be here tomorrow, June 13th, to begin the process of community 

involvement in our library renovations.  He is scheduled to meet with several groups 

including the village officials, school district representatives, newspaper, Chamber of 

Commerce and Friends of the Library. This is the first time may of these people will hear of 

our plans and I’m excited to see the outcome of these meetings.  The very brief conversations I’ve had with people when I invited them to come have all been positive.  
They see this as a good change for Herkimer.  

 

Summer Reading Program plans are very much underway and will be posted soon.  Our 

theme, Build a Better World, is broad enough to cover just about anything.  Topics are as far 

ranging as Historic Chocolate to Robotics. We have everything from guest author Gary 

VanRiper to Book Bingo for adults and teens.  We’re increasing publicity and I’m hoping we’ll have a larger turnout than last year’s program.  We will again track the number of 
minutes spent reading, challenging participants to outdo last year’s total of 15, 218 

minutes, which works out to over 263 hours.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Christine Fleischer 

 

 

 


