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 We’ve been granted our Certificate of Registration from the NY State Education Department.  It 
was sent via email and recommended that we print it on acid-free paper, and display it in a prominent place in the library, along with the library’s charter.   
 

The building inventory has been completed and has been recorded as both photographs, 

arranged room by room, and as a spreadsheet with descriptions.  A little tweaking may be 

necessary to account for items that have been moved since they were recorded.  Karissa Cote, 

our intern from Herkimer College was responsible for most of the work.  She also spent some 

time helping with the weeding project we’re doing in the juvenile collection. 
 With the help of Mid York, we’ve begun the transition to Windows 10 on the public computers.  

Herkimer was chosen to be the first Mid York library to be upgraded because we utilize and are 

able to test a variety of services, such as Cassie print management.   Half of our computers have been updated and we’re testing for problems.  So far, users haven’t even noticed a difference and we aren’t experiencing any ill effects behind the scenes.  Because of the smoothness of the 
transition, we expect to upgrade the rest of the computers in approximately two weeks.  Staff 

computers will also be upgraded.  The 2 new computers, already equipped with Windows 10, 

have arrived and are being utilized by the staff. 

 We’ve been offering more STEM activities and programs to the school age children.  During the 
school break, we drew larger than usual attendance with Outer Space Science and Rockin’ 
Robotics programs.  Both programs were led by volunteers.  I plan to continue bringing in 

similar opportunities.  I spent 2 days at a NASA led conference on Mars Exploration.  The thrust 

of the conference was to provide libraries with the tools that will allow them to share space 

science with kids.  While learning the basics about the planet Mars and our country’s ongoing 
efforts to uncover more of its secrets, we engaged in a lot of fun activities, such as creating alien 

creatures and building land rovers.  All the activities, which engage the students in scientific discovery, can be easily replicated at very little cost.  I’m looking forward to sharing some of 
these projects this summer.  The conference was held at Waterville Public library.  The site was 

chosen because of the on-site observatory.  Unfortunately, the rainy weather did not lend itself 

to sky watching and that part of the program was cancelled. 

 

Frankfort, Mohawk, Little Falls and Herkimer all have new library directors within the past 

year.  Due to close proximity, we share many library users.  With this in mind, we have decided 

to meet as a group, along with the Ilion librarian, to consider how we can possibly share 

resources and lend support to each other.  I invited them here for the first meeting on May 12th and I’m excited to see where this may lead us. 
 

Respectfully submitted,  

Christine Fleischer 

 

 


