
From the children’s room…. 
  Chris and I visited the Fayetteville Free Library on January 28.  It is a large 

library, very technology oriented, with a large budget.  They are also more of a 

community center than the traditional library.  I was impressed with the 

Children’s Room and Family Center as well as the Fab Lab which includes 
hardware and software for making things such as 3D printers, a 3D scanner, laser 

cutter, vinyl cutter, sewing machines, hand tools, jewelry making kits, knitting and 

crochet kits and more.  Many of the materials were donated by the community.  I 

will be trying some of the ideas with the after school group, on a much smaller 

scale of course. 

 After school attendance has picked up a bit.  Sessions are held on 

Wednesdays from 3-5pm.  In January we offered drawing with Ted Stalec, board 

games, and local children’s author Tom Prestopnik.  Tom donated a collection of 

his newest books for a raffle.  The lady who won them was thrilled when she 

came to pick them up.  Thanks to Chris for reading part of one of his books when 

the School’s Out kids came early that day.  They really enjoyed having her read to 
them.  February events will include Color Changing Milk (science experiment) with 

stories about colors, Valentine’s Day stories and crafts, model clay magic, movie 
The Minions, and origami and paper airplanes. 

 Preschoolers enjoyed stories and crafts about snowmen, penguins and 

polar bears in January.  Now that the children are more comfortable with story 

time we have been encouraging caregivers to practice the five early literacy 

practices: talk, sing, read write and play with your child.  Becky has incorporated 

interactive games with the children such as having them choose a card with an 

action phrase, color or shape and having the child respond with the correct 

answer or action.  Since our groups are so young this has been an important 

addition to the program. 

 Chris, Becky and I will be doing a program that will include healthy eating, 

making a cookbook, and making some no-cook recipes for the family literacy 

grant during the summer reading program.  The summer program will run from 

July 5 to August 11. 
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